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The recent Stamp Duty holiday 
extension, combined with continued 
high demand for property, has led 
to the strongest sellers’ market in a 
decade, Rightmove has revealed1. 

Demand for property this spring is up 34% 
on the same period last year, driving up 
the price of property coming to market by 
an average of £2,484 in March alone. 
The property site commented, “the current 
excess of buyer demand oversupply is the 
largest we’ve seen in the last ten years.”

Recent announcements  
bolster market
The continuation of 2020’s property boom 
can be partly attributed to several important 

announcements made by the Chancellor 
in the Spring Budget. Firstly, he announced 
that the temporary Stamp Duty threshold 
of £500,000 would continue to apply for 
a further three months until the end of June, 
tapering down to £250,000 for another 
three months before returning to its usual 
£125,000 threshold from 1 October. 
Secondly, he unveiled a new government 
guarantee on 95% mortgages, which  
could bring first-time buyers flooding back 
to the market. 

Warmer weather puts a  
spring in buyers’ step
Blue skies and blooming gardens have 
historically made spring the best season for 
property transactions, allowing sellers to 

present their property in the best possible 
light. The first week of March has certainly 
borne this theory out, with the number of 
sales agreed up 12% on the same week  
last year. 

These factors, combined with a general air 
of hope as England makes its slow ascent 
from lockdown, is certainly making for a 
positive atmosphere on the property market 
this spring!

Want to get moving?
If you’re looking to get your own property 
on the market and want to dedicate time 
to the search for your new home, talk to us 
about your mortgage requirements.
1Rightmove, 2021
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Here are some of our top tips for catching 
the attention of scrolling buyers: 

A picture says 1000 words
A good photo can make the difference 
between a quick sale and an ignored 
listing. Bright, professional photographs 
of uncluttered spaces will make a better 
impression than quick snaps taken on 
your phone. It’s also important to include 
attractive pictures of sought-after features in 
your listing.

Accurate pricing
You could have the world’s best photo, but 
you’ll still struggle to sell an overpriced 
property. In fact, pricing correctly has been 
proven to double your chance of achieving  
a sale.

Keywords
Most property sites will allow you to attach 

keywords to your listing to help the right 
buyers find it. If you have a feature you 
would like to promote, such as a high-spec 
kitchen or south-facing garden, then make 
sure you include these. 

You should also include these keywords 
in your property description. Think about 
the characteristics you love about your 
property, and make sure your enthusiasm 
comes through in the description.

Video tour
Many agents are now offering this option, so 
including one could help you seal the deal. 

Let us help
There’s so much to do when selling a 
property, so let us help. We can take the 
pressure off finding a suitable mortgage, 
so you can concentrate on presenting your 
property for maximum online interest.

HOW TO MAKE YOUR HOME 
(VIRTUALLY) STAND OUT
With 'virtual' becoming the norm, it’s important to make your home stand 
out from the crowd of online listings.

VACCINES –  
PUTTING A SPRING  
IN INVESTORS’ STEP
The arrival of spring is generally associated 
with a sense of optimism and, this year 
more than ever, we are all certainly in 
need of a positive boost. Thankfully for 
investors, there are increasingly hopeful 
signs on the horizon, with a growing 
belief that we are now at least starting  
on the road to economic recovery. 

Reasons to be hopeful   
The successful development and rapid 
rollout of COVID-19 vaccines has 
provided hope that we will soon be able 
to live with the virus. As well as protecting 
vaccinated individuals, there are 
encouraging signs that the immunisation 
programme will slow transmission in the 
community. This has raised hopes of a 
significant, vaccine-powered revival in 
economic activity later this year. 

Rebound in global growth  
This vaccine-fuelled optimism is reflected 
in recent economic forecasts; the 
International Monetary Fund’s latest 
projections suggest that the global 
economy is set to expand by 6% this 
year and 4.4% in 2022. For the UK, the 
IMF forecast growth of 5.3% this year, 
up from a previous forecast of 4.5% 
made in January, followed by growth of 
5.1% in 2022.

Negative rates? 
A further boost to equity investments 
could stem from negative interest rates. 
Although it remains unclear whether 
such a policy will be introduced, back 
in February, the Bank of England gave 
banks and building societies six months to 
prepare for such a possibility. If enacted, 
sub-zero rates would further reduce 
the incentive to keep money in deposit 
accounts and thereby potentially increase 
demand for equities, placing greater 
emphasis on investment portfolios. 

Spring clean your finances
Although the economic outlook is 
uncertain, there are positive signs for 
investors and the need to ensure your 
investment portfolio is working hard for 
you is more important than ever. Now 
could be the perfect time to review your 
portfolio and rebalance the allocation 
of asset classes, if necessary, to ensure 
your investments are well-diversified and 
performing in line with your long-term 
requirements and objectives.
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On 17 February, Rightmove reported its highest ever number of visits (over 
8.5 million), a strong indication that many people were looking to move 
home irrespective of the Stamp Duty holiday (the extension not having 
been announced at this point). 

Data analysts also recorded a 22% upswing 
in the number of people contacting estate 
agents this February compared with the 
same month last year, while March saw 
demand levels soar by 34% compared with 
2020’s pre-lockdown market.  

Supply and demand
While buyer demand is high, with families 
continuing to reassess their priorities for 
their home and lifestyle after lockdown, 
sellers are continuing to hedge their bets, 
with a third saying they want to wait until 

MORE PEOPLE LOOKING TO  
MOVE THAN EVER BEFORE

lockdown is over before putting their home 
on the market. This means that demand is 
far outpacing supply at the moment, with an 
average of 17 buyers chasing every newly-
listed home in February. 

Time to rebalance
Recent developments, including the Stamp 
Duty holiday extension and the first steps 
taken on the roadmap out of lockdown,  
are likely to provide sellers with the 
reassurance they need to take the plunge  
in the coming months. 

ESG: FROM NICHE  
TO MAINSTREAM 
Environmental, social and  
governance (ESG) investing looks 
set to continue gaining traction, as 
ESG factors increasingly merge into 
mainstream investment strategies,  
new research suggests. 

ESG investing has grown substantially 
across the world over the past few 
years, with investors becoming 
increasingly keen to learn where 
their money is going and whether 
it is having a positive impact. A 
survey conducted by CoreData has 
revealed that 73% of UK fund buyers 
now expect all investment funds to 
incorporate ESG factors within their 
strategies in the next five years4. 

Pandemic a key driver
Additional findings suggest the 
pandemic has accelerated this 
momentum, with eight out of ten UK 
fund investors saying it has increased 
their focus on ESG. Commenting on 
the survey, founder and principal 
of CoreData, Andrew Inwood, 
said, “The pandemic has helped 
reset humanity’s moral compass 
and encouraged people to favour 
investments aligned with their beliefs 
and values.” 

COP26 could highlight  
ESG investing 
As for the most important ESG 
concerns, separate research5 has 
shown that environmental issues top 
the list, particularly pollution and 
waste, and climate change. The trend 
towards ESG investing is likely to 
be further heightened in the run-up 
to the 26th UN Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties (COP26) 
which is being hosted by the UK in 
Glasgow this November. 

The election of President Biden and 
his commitment to an ambitious new 
climate regime could also raise the 
profile of both COP26 and climate 
change issues in general. As a result, 
ESG investing is likely to remain firmly 
in the spotlight.  
4CoreData, 2021, 5BlackRock, 2020
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We can help
Talk to our customer services today. Call 08000 85 85 90 and quote ASCLNews2105  
or alternatively, send an email quoting ASCLNews2105 to lhgenquiries@quilter.com  
to arrange a consultation with one of our professional financial advisers.

With interest rates plummeting 
to record lows and rumours of 
negative rates on the horizon, 
many savers are shying away 
from traditional savings accounts 
and trying their hand at investing, 
though it remains important to 
hold enough for emergencies in 
accessible, risk-free form. 

While the pandemic has caused financial 
difficulty for many families over the past 
year, others have been able to put more 
money aside as a result of spending less on 
non-essential items. Official figures8 show 
that the household savings ratio increased 
from 9.6% in Q1 2020 to a record high of 
29.1% in Q2.

Saving vs investing
A total of £125bn was deposited into 
savings accounts last year, according to 
Bank of England data, and that figure is 
expected to rise substantially during the first 
half of 2021. Many people have therefore 
seen their savings balances grow at a time 
when savings rates have hit rock bottom, 

prompting many to turn their backs on cash 
and dip their toes into the investment waters. 

The importance of advice
With so many funds available, the 
investment process can appear daunting 
and it can be difficult to know where to start. 
Working out a sound investment plan with 
sensible goals is key, as is seeking financial 
advice before you begin. 

Invest over the long term
Investing should be a long-term commitment 
and it’s important to have a savings safety 
net in place before you start. Historically, 
while investing in equities has delivered better 
returns than cash, there is inevitably a risk the 
value of investments can fall. This means we 
need to establish your risk tolerance before 
recommending any investments.

Whether you’re thinking about your pension, 
creating an investment portfolio, a stocks and 
shares Individual Savings Account (ISA), or 
even a Junior Individual Savings Account 
(JISA) for a family member, we can help you 
begin your investment journey. 
8UK Parliament, 2021

FIRST-TIME INVESTORS DIP A TOE 

INVESTMENT SCAMS MOVE UP A GEAR
The number of fraudsters  
using the details of legitimate 
firms to rope unsuspecting 
consumers into investment scams 
increased by 29% in the year to 
September 2020.

The methods employed by investment 
scammers have become increasingly 
sophisticated, with the Financial Conduct 
Authority (FCA) issuing a warning in 
January against these so-called  
‘clone firm’ scams9. 

What is a clone firm?
According to the FCA, clone firms are  
‘fake firms set up by scammers using 
the name, address, and ‘Firm Reference 
Number’ (FRN) of real companies 
authorised by the FCA.’  

The FCA currently has a warning list of 
'clone firms' on its website, which you 

should check carefully before handing  
over your money: www.fca.org.uk/
scamsmart/warning-list. 

Financial uncertainty can 
increase susceptibility
The climate of uncertainty caused by the 
pandemic has left many consumers worried 
about their finances, which in turn has 
increased their vulnerability to ‘too good  
to be true’ investment offers. 

However, with an average of £45,242  
lost by victims of ‘clone firm’ investment 
scams in 2020, it pays to be cautious.

Don’t lose out
If you have any doubts whatsoever that  
an investment opportunity is legitimate, 
please speak with us. We can help you 
spot the signs of fraud and keep your  
hard-earned money where it belongs. 
9FCA, 2021

A “SWIFTER AND  
MORE SUSTAINED 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY” 
ON THE CARDS?
Continued support during the 
pandemic was, unsurprisingly, the 
main focus of Rishi Sunak’s Budget 
Statement on 3 March, in what 
continues to be an exceptionally 
challenging time for all global 
economies.

The Chancellor proclaimed that he would 
“continue doing whatever it takes” by 
outlining a three-point plan offering support 
for jobs and businesses, fixing finances, 
and charting economic rebound, which 
he anticipated will be “swifter and more 
sustained” than previous expectations.

He revealed the UK medium-term economic 
outlook from the Office for Budget 
Responsibility (OBR). Over the remainder 
of 2021, a strong economic rebound for 
the UK is forecast, as restrictions ease and 
allow economic activities to resume. The 
OBR forecasts that growth will moderate 
towards the end of 2021 and output will 
return to its pre-pandemic level in  
mid-2022, six months earlier than previous 
predictions, reflective of the faster rollout  
of the vaccination programme. 

The Chancellor was left with little room for 
manoeuvre when it came to taxation, as the 
Conservative manifesto pledged not to alter 
Income Tax, National Insurance or VAT, so 
some key tax thresholds will now be frozen. 
For example, the Personal Allowance has 
risen with inflation for 2021-22 as planned, 
to £12,570, before 20% Income Tax 
becomes payable, and the higher rate 
threshold, at which people start to pay tax 
at 40%, has risen to £50,270, but then 
both thresholds will be frozen at these levels 
until April 2026. Similarly, tax thresholds for 
the pension Lifetime Allowance, Inheritance 
Tax and the annual exemption for Capital 
Gains Tax will be frozen until 2026.

In other Budget news – the Treasury has 
announced plans to launch a ‘green 
savings bond’ later this year through 
National Savings & Investments (NS&I). 
The investment will allow UK savers to 
invest in green projects. Funds raised will be 
earmarked for projects such as renewable 
energy and clean transport. Full details of 
the bond are yet to be revealed.


